
2026  
GIG WANL

Season Guide





3

Welcome to what is going to be another fantastic 
season of netball for the Gold Industry Group WA 
Netball League.  

2025 demonstrated what we already know to be 
true. The talent in this League only continues to get 
better!  

Western Roar once again showed their dominance, 
taking the premiership in both the 21/U and 
Men’s Division. In the Open Division, it was the 
Comets who showed a comeback spirit, working 
relentlessly throughout the season to earn back the 
trophy.  

In 2026, we are delighted that fans, friends and 
family will continue to be able to broadcast 
matches on the Streamer platform. Streamer has 
allowed the Netball WA community the ability 
to watch GIG WANL from any location over the 
past two years and will continue to platform our 
talented athletes.  

The Men’s Division will see yet another expansion 
in 2026, with Peel Lightning awarded a license for 
a team, increasing the League to six. Netball WA 
continues to support the growth of Men’s netball, 
with the introduction of a new team allowing 
for further opportunities for our West Australian 
athletes.  

Each year, the season has three beloved themed 
rounds.  

The importance of seat belt safety will be felt 
throughout the Netball WA community in Round 

Four during Belt Up Round. Thank you to the 
Insurance Commission of WA for continuing your 
work to keep our State safe on the roads.  

In Round Six the entire GIG WANL community 
comes together for a very important night, First 
Nations Round, recognising the Traditional Owners 
of the land in which this great sport continues to 
play on.  

Round 14 will be Gold Round, recognising our 
Principal Partner the Gold Industry Group for all 
they do to support netball in WA. 

Thank you to the Gold Industry Group for 
continuing to believe in netball year-after-year, 
your support allows the GIG WA Netball League to 
reach new heights.  

To the players, coaches, umpires, officials and 
volunteers, thank you for your tireless efforts and 
hard work, I wish you all the best for season 2026.   

Simone Hansen 
Netball WA Group CEO

NETBALL WA 
Message from the Group CEO
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Now in our eighth year as naming rights partner of 
the West Australian Netball League, our support 
for this competition comes from a genuine belief in 
the power of community and the role sport plays in 
bringing people together. 

The GIG WANL has become an important part of 
Western Australia’s sporting landscape, creating 
opportunities for players, coaches, umpires 
and officials to grow, connect and pursue their 
potential. Watching athletes progress through the 
league and onto the West Coast Fever program is 
always a proud moment, not just for the individuals 
involved but for the wider community that 
supports them. 

Gold has long been part of the fabric of Western 
Australia, supporting jobs, regional communities 
and the broader economy. At its heart, that 
connection is shaped by the people and 
communities across Western Australia. The same 
communities that help power our sector are the 
ones filling the stands, volunteering their time and 

nurturing the next generation of talent. Supporting 
competitions like the WANL is a natural extension 
of that shared story. 

This season, we look forward to seeing eight 
clubs take to the court, new talent emerge, and 
the competition continue to thrive. To the players, 
coaches, officials and volunteers who give so much 
to the game - thank you. And to our members 
and partners, your continued support helps create 
something that reaches well beyond sport. 

Here’s to another memorable season in 2026.    

Kristy Reilly 
Gold Industry Group CEO

GOLD INDUSTRY 
GROUP
Message from the CEO
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Comets 
The Comets enter 2026 with confidence and cohesion after their premiership-winning 2025 campaign, 
carrying strong momentum and a renewed commitment to consistency. With the bulk of last season’s 
championship team retained and key players returning from injury, Head Coach Michelle Cox emphasises 
building on established structures, elevating habits, and starting the season strongly.  

Fremantle Sharks 
The Sharks approach 2026 with a fresh look and an emphasis on versatility, strengthened by several 
interstate recruits who bring new depth to the squad. Head Coach Mel Rainey highlights connection 
building as a core off‑season priority, particularly for players newly arrived in WA and away from 
traditional support networks. After falling short of expectations in 2025, the team is united in lifting 
standards, strengthening relationships, and driving competitiveness across every quarter as they position 
themselves as genuine contenders. 

Peel Lightning 
Peel Lightning enters 2026 energised by sweeping club-wide changes, including the introduction 
of a Men’s team that has elevated training intensity. Head Coach Lisa McKenzie notes a revitalised 
environment supported by strong recruiting, giving the squad greater depth and flexibility across all lines. 
With clearer ambitions, the squad are targeting their first Open finals appearance.  

Rangers 
The Rangers’ 2026 season is built on powerful cultural foundations and a deliberate effort to enhance 
connection, accountability, and training standards. Head Coach Taryn Barley emphasises consistent 
performance and the squad’s commitment to elite behaviours. The Rangers aim to translate their depth 
and refined systems into a stronger step forward this season.   

Southside Demons 
The Demons enter 2026 with continuity, enabling them to refine existing systems rather than rebuild. 
Head Coach Josie Janz‑Dawson notes that stability within the playing group has allowed deeper focus on 
fitness, game clarity, and maintaining performance standards across four quarters. With strong retention 
from 2025 and the exciting inclusion of Tierrah Miller, the Demons are well‑positioned to convert their 
stability into a top‑two push. 

OPEN PREVIEW
The Gold Industry Group WA Netball League is shaped by renewed energy and elevated standards in 
2026. Eyes will sharply be on Grand Finalists, the Comets and Western Roar to see who comes out of  
pre-season the strongest and who else on the ladder can fight their way into finals.  
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Souwest Jets 
Souwest Jets’ 2026 campaign centres on clarity of role, decision‑making under fatigue, and building 
on the improvements made last season. The team retain a core group from 2025 whilst welcoming 
fresh energy through new contracted athletes and training partners. A key storyline for the Jets will 
be the development of their new mid court combinations, which have been a major focus throughout 
pre‑season preparation.  

West Coast Warriors 
The Warriors prepare for 2026 with targeted recruitment and renewed emphasis on connection, working 
through structured blocks to sharpen skills and systems. Head Coach Lorraine Ward said the group 
aims to go further than last year by strengthening their mid court experience and leveraging the diverse 
strengths of their refreshed squad 

Western Roar 
Fuelled by unfinished business after their 2025 grand final loss, Western Roar approach 2026 with a 
blend of young talent and returning experience under new Open Head Coach Stu Dent. With several 21/U 
graduates stepping up despite limited squad time due to WCF commitments, Roar are determined to 
harness their fire, develop cohesion, and continue the club’s legacy of sustained success. 
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COMETS
Fresh off a premiership-winning 2025 campaign, 
the Comets enter the 2026 season with clarity, 
confidence and a commitment to continual growth.  

Head Coach Michelle Cox said the group has spent 
the pre‑season continuing to build and strengthen 
their structures from last year, using their 
established foundations as the springboard for the 
season ahead. 

Acknowledging their slower start to 2025, Cox 
emphasises that consistency is the number‑one 
focus this year.  

“We started slow in 2025, so our focus is to start 
strong and continue to build week on week,” she 
said.  

The group is determined to carry their late-season 
momentum into the opening rounds of 2026. 

Maintaining momentum after their premiership win 
won’t be an issue for the Comets, Cox believing 
that the squad have embraced the challenge 
instead of fixating on outcomes.  

“We had a great finish to 2025, and so for 2026 
we are focused on the process, building the 

habits, adding layers to our game plan, tweaking 
improvements, and the outcomes will follow,” she 
explained.  

The Comets have retained the bulk of last year’s 
championship team, and Cox believes that stability 
is a major asset.  

“We have an amazing squad, and the players 
have a tremendous amount of respect and 
understanding of one another,” she says.  

“We’re in a really exciting position this year as we 
have some key players returning from injuries, their 
resilience and leadership are a massive boost to the 
group. 

“In addition, we have athletes who have either 
been elevated from training partner roles in 2025 
or joined us from 21/U and I am looking forward to 
seeing how their roles and responsibilities evolve 
throughout the season. 

“We were extremely fortunate to maintain 
consistency from 2025 to 2026. It means we can 
build on last year without having to reset and 
relearn structures, and our experienced athletes 
can support those transitioning into the squad.” 
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Open Squad

Training Partners: Morgan Styles and Clara Wigley.  

Ins: Steph Towie and Aaliyah Koteka.  

Outs: Mia Henderson.

Coach: Michelle Cox 

Staff: Gavin Domjahn (Assistant Coach), Sarah East (Assistant Coach), Mia Bertram (Apprentice Coach), 
Samantha Morgan (Team Manager).  

Madeleine  
Ash

Chloe  
Harrison

Sloan  
Burton

Jasmah  
Haywood

Emma  
Cosh

Aaliyah  
Koteka 

Kianah  
Davey

Georgia  
Morgan 

Liz  
Dronfield

Ella  
Taylor 

Aitaua  
Enari

Stephanie 
Towie 
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FREMANTLE SHARKS  
Depth and versatility will drive the Open Sharks 
side into 2026, as they look to not just compete, 
but control key moments and own them this 
season.  

Led once again by Mel Rainey, the side have 
focused on their connections and relationship 
building in the off season.  

“We have a new-look team in 2026, with several 
players relocating from the east coast to WA,” 
Rainey said.  

“Establishing strong relationships has been a 
priority, particularly as some of these athletes have 
limited family and support networks here, creating 
a connected, inclusive environment has been 
essential.” 

After feeling they fell short of their expectations in 
2025, the Sharks enter the new season determined 
to challenge more.  

“We are continuing our pursuit of mental resilience 

in critical moments, trusting each other, and 
holding ourselves accountable,” Rainey said.  

“If we apply ourselves consistently and transfer our 
training standards to competition, we believe we 
are a genuine contender heading into finals, 

“We’re building by raising internal standards and 
driving greater consistency across four quarters.”  

The Sharks welcome back Fever Reserves 
premiership athletes Sophie Eastaugh, Jess 
Repacholi and Indiana Squiers, who continue to 
add experience and professionalism to the squad. 
They also welcome former WNBL athlete Shelby 
Britten whose addition to the mid court has been 
seamless.  

Rainey said overall, it’s a balanced group with 
exciting emerging talent and experienced leaders. 

“Our number one focus in 2026 is to challenge 
more, and that starts in our training environment,” 
she said.  
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Open Squad

Training Partners: Emma Winterbine.  

Ins: Megan Hooper, Jacoba Clough, Shelby Britten, Aisha Morcombe, Hayley Jones, Emma Winterbine (TP).

Outs: Numi Tupea, Kasey Ridout.

Coach: Mel Rainey  

Staff: Sian Robertson (Assistant Coach), Ally Castley (Apprentice Coach),  
Karen Grant (Team Manager), Niki Della Torre (Statistician)

Lily 
Anderson

Aisha  
Morcombe

Kathryn 
Byrne

Jessica 
Penny

Jacoba 
Clough

Jessica 
Repacholi

Sophie 
Eastaugh

Ava 
Robson

Megan  
Hooper

Indiana 
Squiers

Hayley 
Jones

Shelby  
Britten
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There’s a renewed spark at Peel Lightning in 2026, 
with major changes across the club contributing 
to a revitalised environment, including the 
introduction of the Men’s Team.  

Head Coach Lisa McKenzie said the shift has been 
unmistakable.  

“There’s definitely a fresh energy around the club 
this year… there’s a strong sense of something fresh 
and positive filtering through the whole club. It’s 
very exciting and amazing to be a part of,” she said.  

“For the Open Team, training alongside the Men 
has lifted the intensity of our sessions and added 
to the excitement.”  

The squad has welcomed a wave of talented 
recruits, adding depth and flexibility across all lines. 

“We’re really excited about the squad we’ve put 
together this season… the way the group has 
connected and united through pre‑season has 
been really impressive,” McKenzie said.  

The squad’s ambitions for this year are crystal 
clear, continuing to build on their process from last 
season and their sixth-place finish.  

“Our first ever Open finals appearance is 
non‑negotiable… from there, we want to push 
for a grand final and ultimately compete for the 
premiership,” she said.  

Consistency remains a key area of growth. 
“Consistency will be key… we want to deliver 
strong performances across all four quarters and 
challenge both ourselves and our opposition.”

PEEL LIGHTNING
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Open Squad

Training Partners: O’shiarn Vale.

Ins: Chelsea Bartlett, Kasey Ridout, Christe-Lee Griesel, Teddi Lowe, Grace Millichamp. 

Outs: Marlee Hedley, Marene Peyper, Emily Smith, Kate Kimberly.

Coach: Lisa McKenzie 

Staff: Daniel Cools (Assistant Coach), Laura Allsopp (Team Manager),  
Madison Greenwood (Primary Carer).

Chelsea 
Bartlett 

Kelsey  
Browne 

Chelsea  
Cook 

Christe-Lee 
Griesel 

Rebecca  
Lill 

Belinda  
Lowe 

Teddi  
Lowe 

Kasey  
Miegel 

Grace 
Millichamp 

Charlotte 
Moreschini 

Rebecca 
Nitschke 

Kasey  
Ridout 
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RANGERS
The Rangers’ 2026 campaign is underpinned by 
strong cultural foundations and elevated training 
standards.  

Head Coach Taryn Barley says the group has been 
intentional in how it has built connection.  

“This group has worked really hard in building 
connections… establishing a high value training 
environment that thrives on intensity, elite 
behaviours and accountability,” she said.  

Consistency in all circumstances is the team’s 
primary focus. 

“Exploring our brand; focusing on how we respond 
when we succeed and how we respond when we’re 
challenged… ensuring performance stays consistent 
and competitive.” Barley said. 

With new depth and versatility added for 2026, 
Barley anticipates a strong step forward. 

 “We are looking to build the foundations for 
success by strengthening the combinations and 
depth through our squad… we’re looking forward 
to seeing how that looks on court,” Barley said.  

The squad has gained maturity with the addition of 
senior athletes including Myra Ugle, Laura Jenour, 
Nicole Rumsey and Julia King, also adding a level 
of creativity to the list.  

“We have a more mature squad overall this year, 
they bring an element of creativity to the squad”. 

Barley notes returning player Emma Dolman (nee 
Johnson) as the one to watch, following her stint 
living overseas in New Zealand and competing at a 
National level in Flag Football. 

“Her athleticism and defensive tact are going to be 
something to look out for this season”. 
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Training Partners: Rosie Swabey and Julia King.

Ins: Myra Ugle, Nicole Rumsey, Alex Morgan, Olivia Ridley, Emma Dolman, Julia King, Rosie Swabey,  
Amber Jamieson.

Outs: Aisha Morcombe, Abbey Hicks, Olivia Doyle, Rebekah Aynsley, Emily Haywood.

Coach: Taryn Barley

Staff: Mark McCoach (Assistant Coach) Sharon Dawson (Assistant Coach), Alexis Kiernan (Manager) 
Daniel Stead (Physio). Madison Greenwood (Primary Carer).

Open Squad

Alex  
Morgan 

Olivia  
Ridley 

Nicole  
Rumsey 

Myra  
Ugle 

Tayla  
Styles 

Liliana  
Cottino 

Emily  
Cramond 

Emma  
Dolman 

Amber 
Jamieson 

Laura  
Jenour 

Grace 
Jooste 
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SOUTHSIDE DEMONS
The Demons enter 2026 with rare continuity, 
enabling a pre‑season focused on refinement 
rather than rebuild.  

Head Coach Josie Janz‑Dawson said they have 
been focusing on capitalising on continuity within 
the playing group, cementing their systems and 
structures.  

“Our number one focus is playing a confident 
brand of netball that allows athletes to fully express 
their strengths,” she said.  

“A big emphasis has also been placed on building a 
solid base level of fitness so we’re well prepared to 
withstand the demands of the season and maintain 
our standards across four quarters.” 

The Demons hope to convert last year’s stability 
into top‑two contention, especially after two years 
in the top four and just missing out on a grand final 
spot in 2025.  

“Having established combinations and a clear 
game style means we can now focus on the finer 
details; those marginal gains are what separates 
teams at the pointy end,” Janz-Dawson said.  

With a high level of retention from their 2025 
squad, the stability, strength and balance of the 
list will be a force, especially with the inclusion of 
Tierrah Miller.  

“Tierrah had a strong 2025 GIG WANL season 
and her selection into the Black Swans has been 
fantastic for her confidence,” Janz-Dawson said.  

“Being involved in the WCF Reserves training 
environment has also given her valuable exposure 
to a high‑performance setting, which she’s bringing 
back into our program. Overall, the group is in a 
great place heading into the season.” 
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Ins: Tori Ranson, Tierrah Miller.

Outs: Kelsey McPhee, Montana Turnbull, Brooke Marques. 

Coach: Josie Janz‑Dawson

Staff: Helen Riolo (Assistant coach), Janine Bennett (Manager). 

Open Squad

Kate  
Bunten

Holly  
Denholm

Georgia  
Ettridge

Hayley  
Evans 

Meg  
Gallager 

Chanel  
Gomes 

Abbey  
Hanley 

Chelsea  
Meade 

Tierrah  
Miller 

Georgia  
Pitt 

Tori  
Ranson 
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Souwest Jets’ 2026 preparation emphasised clarity 
of role and smart decision‑making.  

Head Coach Brianna Barber said they’ve focused 
on players recognising the strengths they each 
bring and decision-making under fatigue.  

Whilst 2025 wasn’t the season the Jets were after, 
they made clear improvement from the season 
prior, something they hope to continue to do in 
2026. 

“Our biggest focus is continuing to improve from 
last year… and continuing to provide opportunities 
for 21 & Under South West athletes,” Barber said.  

Barber is enthusiastic about her list this year, 
retaining a core group from last year along with 
some new talented athletes.  

“We’re really excited about the group this year… 
the mix of experience and fresh energy has created 
a really positive environment,” she said.  

The side has four new contracted athletes and two 
training partners, all of which will be essential to 
help the Jets rise up the ranks this season.  

Barber is also ready to see how her new midcourt 
combination will connect on court together, after 
plenty of hard work in the pre-season.  

SOUWEST JETS
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Open Squad

Georgia 
Bertolami 

Emily  
Dwyer 

Meretini 
Fuimaono 

Rylee  
Hall 

Marlee  
Hedley 

Zjana  
Herangi 

Alexandra 
Holdcroft 

Hannah 
O’Donnell 

Brooke 
O’Connor 

Sydney 
Rafferty 

Jasmine  
Prentice 

Milly  
Wicks 

Training Partners: Giselle Taylor and Elycce Webb.

Ins: Emily Dwyer, Milly Wicks, Zjana Herangi, Marlee Hedley, Jasmin Prentice, Giselle Taylor (TP).

Outs: Bianca Grickage, Maddie Grant, Georgie Crozier, Lily Gilsenan, Amy Donaldson, Isabel Spry.

Coach: Brianna Barber

Staff: Reechelle Guadagnino (Assistant Coach), Kerri Burman (Manager), Bianca Grickage  (Physio). 
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WEST COAST 
WARRIORS
The Warriors opened pre‑season by strengthening 
connection and building clarity, the team working 
in blocks with different focuses.  

Head Coach Lorraine Ward said they made a point 
of getting to know each other and building their 
connections.  

“We have just completed our four‑week block of 
skill execution and now are in our structure block,” 
Ward said.  

Ward and her squad are direct and strong in their 
goals this year, looking to “be better and go further 
than last,” she said.  

Recruitment has been central to their progression 

in the off season, losing some key players from 
2025 and having to look outside the box to fill their 
final 12, a side they are very happy with.  

“We feel we lacked some experience in the mid 
court in particular in those big games,” Ward said.  

“We have recruited a speedy mid courter from the 
VNL in Simona Di Filippo and she has some great 
skills and experience, 

“Zoe Harper is another to keep an eye on, she is 
from a basketball background and is tall and strong 
under the post.”  

The Warriors will be looking to use the strength of 
their 12 to crack that top two in 2026.  
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Open Squad

Ins: Sophie Main, Sophie Hunt, Simona Di Filippo, Zoe Harper, Ava Buselich, Finn Mulligan and Jade Dimer.

Outs: Numi Tupea and Jamacia Jauncey, Amber Jamieson, Beryl Friday, Liza Ball, Tierrah Miller,  
Emily Dwyer and Alex Morgan. 

Coach: Lorraine Ward

Staff: Dravyn Lee Tauroa (Assistant Coach), Linda Easter (Apprentice Coach),  
Jolean Payne (Team Manager). 

Gardenia 
Asiata 

Ava  
Buselich 

Simona  
Di Filippo  

Jade  
Dimer 

Zoe  
Harper 

Honey 
Harrington 

Sophie  
Hunt 

Scarlet 
Jauncey 

Finn  
Mulligan 

Kalyssa 
Rasmussen 

Hana  
Stokes 

Sophie  
Main 
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WESTERN ROAR
The Western Roar begin the new season fuelled by 
unfinished business. 

Head Coach Stu Dent said that 2026 is a new year 
for the Team.  

“2026 is a new year… the existing players from the 
2025 GF are still pretty hurt, but that’s the joy of 
sport, there’s always another opportunity to learn, 
grow and use that hurt,” Dent said.  

“There’s a fire in those athletes and they are 
looking forward to this upcoming season.” 

Dent steps into the Open Head Coach role after 
years developing some of WA’s best young talent 
in the 21/U division.  

“I really enjoyed my time with the 21/U program 
and seeing the best young athletes grow over the 
past few seasons,” he said.  

 “I have worked with a lot of the 2026 playing 
group, it’s been great to see how they have 
developed and now I get another opportunity to 
work with them.”  

With new 21/U promotions and returning 
experience, early focus has been on alignment.  

“We’ve been looking at getting this new group 
connected. We can’t expect it to gel and be 
seamless from the get-go,” he said, 

“Even with the limited amount of time we get with 
our squad due to WCF program commitments, we 
are focused on ensuring we’re all on the same page 
as to our systems and strategies going into Round 
One.” 

The squad don’t have one singular focus, instead 
acknowledging there may be many throughout the 
year.  

Roar’s younger stars will get their chance to shine 
in 2026, many of whom have been knocking down 
the door in the 21/U program for years.  

“It’s a credit to our club, that due to our program 
and coaches we can attract and retain the best 
young talent in the state,” he said.  

“They’ve been training alongside our Open players 
for the past few seasons and all a part of either the 
WCF reserves or WCF 19s team.”  

With three-time Jill McIntosh Medallist Caitlyn 
Brown getting the call up as a replacement player 
for West Coast Fever, Roar’s young gun defenders 
will be looking for their shot.  

“This club has a history of success, and my aim is to 
continue to have sustained success over my time in 
this role,” Dent said.  
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Open Squad

Ins: Kate Cunningham, Emily Rivers, Eva Petkovic, Tegan Begovic, Halle Richards.

Outs: Emma Putt, Chelsea Bartlett.

Coach: Stu Dent

Staff: Julie Cleverley (Assistant Coach), Lauren Gordon (Apprentice Coach), Marita Somerford (Manager). 

Teagan 
Begovic 

Caitlyn  
Brown 

Kate 
Cunningham 

Maddie  
Hunter 

Cleo  
Kenny 

Maya  
Kenny 

Sophia  
Lamers 

Trinity  
Rond 

Asha  
Parsons 

Eva  
Petkovic 

Halle  
Richards 

Emily  
Rivers 

Charisse 
Rond 
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21/U PREVIEW
Comets 
The Comets 21/U team is undergoing a clear rebuild and renewal, with a focus on young, dynamic 
additions that signal a bright future. Some previous 21/U players have moved up to Open level, creating 
opportunities for younger athletes to step in. 

While the squad may look different from previous seasons, the influx of fresh talent creates strong 
potential for development and competitiveness moving forward. 

Head Coach Ellie Sanzone said she is “excited about watching new connections form and how the 
athletes take the game plan on, so as a team we can build throughout the season.” 

Squad 
Karli Basson, Libby Broughton, Georgia Candy, Chiara Finlay, Sienna Gortat, Bethan Lockwood-Jones, 
Zhara Petia, Ebony Stewart, Alexis Strange, Tess Taylor, Julia Trimboli, and Otia Wynyard-Thompson. 

Fremantle Sharks 
The Sharks enter 2026 with a completely refreshed 21/U line-up, retaining just five players from last 
season. The new-look squad has embraced a high‑standard, accountability‑driven pre-season built 
on the mantra: “The standard you walk past is the standard you are prepared to accept.” The blend of 
experienced returnees and seven exciting new faces makes this team one to watch. Head Coach Karen 
Turnbull returns and is ready to see their collective potential, driven by height, athleticism, endurance, 
speed and a strong willingness to learn, has already shaped an enthusiastic and united pre-season as 
they build towards Round One. 

Squad 
Asha Audeyev, Jasmine Bacich, Ava Bell, Lara Bussell, Sally Dickson-Molloy, Brianna Jones, Summer Lowe, 
Lucy Morrison, Indiana Morton, Neve O’Sullivan, Jessica Sedlacek, and Madeleine Van Sprengel.

Peel Lightning 
Lightning’s 21/U team takes on 2026 with a completely new look, including new coaching staff, new 
recruits and several athletes elevated from the Bolts Futures pathway. Head Coach Kim Garay is happy 
with the versatility as a major feature of the squad, with athletes able to move comfortably across 
multiple positions, and young talent like Sapphire McLeod adding spark and intensity. The group’s 
positivity, coachability and balanced mix of youth and experience provide strong foundations for a 
season of growth. 

Squad 
Ava Burke, Mia Bushell, Matilda Dawson, Laila Donald, Elle Green, Abbey Henshall, Sari Hickey, Harriet 
Hughes, Macy Jauncey, Ciaralee Lingman, Jahlia Matoe-Crooks, and Sapphire McLeod.

Rangers 
The Rangers will take the court this season with a focus on full‑court depth and a dynamic attacking 
style as they aim to build on last year’s campaign and put themselves in contention for a Grand Final 
appearance. With an experienced core, including Coach Rebecca Roberts, many now entering their third 
year together, the squad boasts flexibility and cohesion across all positions. Key players to watch include 
seasoned leader Grace Hepworth, gritty defender Nadia Shorten and composed attacker Sienna Birkett, 
who steps into a leadership role. With depth, experience and strong internal connection, the Rangers are 
primed for another competitive season.  

Squad 
Sienna Birkett, Rachel Cant, Lauren Dunne, Eva Ferguson, Isabella Harding, Grace Hepworth,  
Marua Matapo, Chloe Ramsay, Nadia Shorten, Jessica Wheeler, Aynslee Williamson, and Jenna Yukich.
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Southside Demons 
The 21/U Southside Demons side are focused on building consistency and cohesion around the squad. 
Head Coach Jo McKee wants the side to compete strongly each week and continue developing their 
combinations on the court, ensuring a disciplined brand of netball. The side will be drawing on their 
strong versatility and connection as a group with defence building strong pressure across the court and 
attack focusing on effective ball movement. 

Squad 
Tayla Abraham, Madison Austen, Lola Collard, Georgia Holmes, Alix McWha, Ashley Mobilia, Bridie Pearse, 
Bronte Pittaway, Destiny Sproul, Ava Wladyka, Danja Worrad, and Lily Heffernan.

Souwest Jets 
The Jets’ 2026 campaign centres on strengthening the foundations laid last year by improving 
consistency and competitiveness with the aim of pushing firmly into the top‑four mix. A strong returning 
core provides leadership, while the club is excited to see younger athletes step into greater impact roles. 
Riley Culnane steps into her first Head Coach role, an exciting addition to the coaching department. 
Despite the squad being geographically spread across Perth, the South West and Albany, the team has 
forged a tight off‑court connection that is expected to translate into strong on‑court cohesion. With a 
particularly powerful defensive unit capable of creating turnover opportunities, the Jets enter the season 
with confidence and momentum. 

Squad 
Mikayla Edwards, Emily Gadean, Imogen Ireland, Lily Knight, Mia Repacholi, Ava Roney, Isabel Spry, Ryley 
Stranger, Mieke Strydom, Zoe Trezise, Sienna Young, and Zoe Wright.

West Coast Warriors 
The Warriors’ 21/U team enters the season with a fresh dynamic, retaining an experienced shooting circle 
while introducing new combinations through the midcourt and defence. With momentum built from 
the 2025 season, coach Meg Mclearie notes the Warriors are focused on strengthening connections, 
maintaining high standards and positioning themselves as a genuine contender throughout the 
competition. Imogen Richardson is a standout to watch, small in stature but fierce in work rate, toughness 
and versatility. One of the team’s greatest strengths is its strong sense of connection, with shared 
accountability and trust forming the backbone of a united and hardworking squad. 

Squad  
Tayla Deering, Aila Flood-Kiddie, Stephanie Inkster, Charlize Kent, Alexis Markovic, Sophie Panizza, Skyla 
Payne, Imogen Richardson, Ryleigh Richardson, Pippa Scott, Ella Westwood, and Olivia Williams.

Western Roar 
Led by the experience of Head Coach Jo Cunningham, Roar take the court in 2026 with a youthful 21/U 
team featuring new faces and fresh combinations. The group is highly motivated to uphold the strong 
standard of netball associated with Western Roar and push for a top‑four position as they chase another 
championship opportunity. The dynamic midcourt pairing of Amelie Markovic and Charli Hynes will be 
key in feeding the towering shooting presence of Loyola Vaauli, while defenders Maisie Wilders and Keely 
Berry bring strong pressure in the circle. Energy, enthusiasm and a collective willingness to learn and 
grow shape the identity of this exciting new Roar outfit. 

Squad  
Keely Berry, Sophie Cunningham, Tara Diersen, Ivy Dodd, Ella Dow, Holly Fewster, Charli Hynes, Eseose 
Itotoh, Amelie Markovic, Darcy McDowell, Loyola Vaauli, and Maisie Wilders.
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Comets 
The Comets enter 2026 with a clear focus on fitness, polish and deeper on‑court connection, following a 
pre‑season centred on refining skill execution and building versatility across all positions. 

Lightning   
Peel Lightning embark on their historic first men’s season. Building a brand‑new squad from scratch 
brought challenges in recruitment, but the outcome has been overwhelmingly positive thanks to strong 
support from the board and athletes. Their pre‑season focus on relationships, culture and fitness has 
created a united group blending youth and experience.   

Rangers 
The Rangers have used their pre‑season to fast‑track connections across a refreshed squad, locking in 
a clear approach to sharpening both their attack and defensive structures. Bold decision‑making and a 
strong mindset underpin their 2026 strategy.  

Southside Demons 
Southside Demons have taken a demanding, conditioning‑heavy approach to their pre‑season, knowing 
they must deliver 60 minutes of high‑quality netball to compete at the top end. With targeted inclusions, 
most notably Australian 23/U Men’s captain Jordon Webb, bringing versatility and national‑level 
experience, the Demons aim to re‑establish themselves as a finals threat. 

West Coast Warriors 
After the heartbreak of their 2025 grand final loss, the Warriors return with a sharpened edge and a 
collective determination to reclaim success. Their pre‑season has centred on accountability, internal 
standards and strengthening team‑first structures, with Head Coach Petrina Pehi highlighting strong 
connection and discipline across the club.   

Western Roar 
Reigning premiers Western Roar enter 2026 motivated and aware of the improvements needed to stay 
ahead as other clubs strengthen. With many athletes balancing West Coast Thunder commitments, the 
group has focused on connection and maintaining elite standards. 

MEN’S PREVIEW
The Men’s competition is continuing to grow in 2026, with the introduction of a Peel Lightning Team. 
The League now has six teams and even more talent, competition and skill on display. The Men’s 
League will start slightly later than the Open and 21/U seasons but will be more ready than ever for 
their biggest season yet.  



32

COMETS

Men’s Squad

Training Partners: Jack Bertram.

Ins: Joel Anderson, Nathan Matchett & Jack Bertram (TP).

Outs: Dylan Gunn, David Capron, Jackson Buckley & Jack Davis.

Coach: Nicole Mann.

Staff: Janine Friday (Assistant Coach), Wendy Feszczur (Apprentice Coach), Charo Moore (Manager).  

Joel  
Anderson 

Liam  
Bailye 

Marcus  
Cronan 

Corey  
Goss 

Timothy  
Green 

Nathan 
Matchett 

Wade  
Moore 

Samuel 
Newman 

Jack  
Pickering 

Griff  
Thomas 

Mitchell 
Walker 

Will 
White 

Jack  
Bertram 

The Comets enter 2026 with a clear emphasis on 
fitness, polish and connection.  

Head Coach Nicole Mann said the squad have used 
their preseason to focus on their connection and 
fitness.  

“Preseason has seen us improving on our fitness 
and refining our skill execution,” Mann said.  

The group has put significant effort into developing 
versatility across the court, ensuring they can 
present multiple looks against any opposition Mann 
said.  

The team’s number‑one priority is to apply 
relentless pressure week after week.  

“We are looking at utilising our strengths to 
execute our game plan with consistency, even in 
challenging moments,” she said.  

A return to finals is firmly in sight, with Mann 
confident that delivering four consistent quarters 
each week will push them into that top tier.  

One athlete expected to make an impact is Corey 
Goss, who continues to evolve his game with 
added versatility across several positions.  

“He’s continually building on his game from 
previous seasons with versatility and impact across 
several positions,” Mann said.  

Mann also welcomes the growth of men’s netball, 
saying the expanded competition “is incredibly 
exciting for the sport.” 
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PEEL LIGHTNING

Training Partners: Prince William George, Andrew Popovic, and Liam Robinson.

Coach: Lynn Gay.

Staff: Shannon Crowhurst (Assistant Coach), Alicia Whiu (Manager).

Men’s Squad

Harrison 
Alleway 

Reece  
Cera 

Daniel  
Cools 

Dylan  
Gunn 

Daniel  
Perrella 

Mitch  
Purser 

Luke  
Spadano 

Jordan 
Stothard 

Peel Lightning embark on a historic first season in 
the Men’s competition, with Head Coach Lynn Gay 
describing the opportunity as incredibly special, 
especially being able to represent the region she 
grew up in. 

“Contributing to the development of the Men’s 
competition is an opportunity I am incredibly 
proud to be a part of,” Gay said.  

Building an entirely new team from scratch 
has been a daunting but rewarding experience, 
requiring extensive planning, recruitment and trust.  

Gay said the process was challenging and exciting, 
especially after her six years at Roar that came 
with levels of consistency.  

“Starting with a completely clean slate and 
attempting to recruit 14 athletes after the season 
had finished, when contracts had already been 
offered to the WANL athletes who were playing 
during that season was difficult,” she said.  

Despite her initial concerns, Gay said the 
experience has been nothing but positive, crediting 

the board, staff and athletes for doing that.  

Throughout pre‑season, Lightning have focused 
on relationships, fitness and establishing a united 
culture across all three Peel programs.  

With a group that blends experience and youth, 
Gay believes they now have “a strong balance of 
athletes ready to step up and take ownership in a 
new environment.”  

Young talents to watch include midcourter Harri 
Alleway, praised for his athleticism, and Prince 
George, whose presence in the shooting circle 
makes him a standout rising prospect.  

“The squad is incredibly enthusiastic about 
becoming the sixth men’s team in WANL,” Gay 
said.  

“Finally, having six teams in the WANL competition 
is absolutely fantastic, 

“It demonstrates that there are more male athletes 
participating in the sport and provides a clear 
pathway for the next generation of young boys.”  
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RANGERS

Men’s Squad

Training Partners: Mitchell Baylis.

Ins: Jackson Buckley, Alex Ridley, Ben Williamson, Julian Weber.

Outs: Andrew Popovic, Michael Humphryson, Toby Miller and Daniel O’Loughlin.

Coach: Sharon Dawson.

Staff: Trudy Cammell (Assistant Coach), Nikki Purcell (Team Manager). 

Scott  
Austen 

Luke  
Birnie 

Joshua 
Blackwell 

Jackson 
Buckley 

Jerome 
Gillbard 

Mark  
McCoach 

Jason  
Winter 

Travis  
Jordan 

Alexander 
Ridley 

Julian  
Weber 

Ben 
Williamson 

The Rangers have spent their pre‑season 
developing strong connections across a refreshed 
group, with a clear aim to sharpen both their attack 
and defensive structures.  

Head Coach Sharon Dawson said they have been 
building these new connections fast.  

“With the fresh faces included in the team, and 
honing in on our multiple attack and defence 
options for the season,” she said.  

“Our main focus is to perform more consistently 
within the competition over 4 quarters to take 
more wins during the season.” 

To push deeper into finals, Rangers intend to pair 
disciplined execution with bold decision‑making, 
maximising the talent and skill within the squad 
and maintaining a winning mindset throughout the 
season.  

“Playing with heart and a winning mindset in every 
game, and seeing all moments as an opportunity,” 
Dawson said.  

Dawson also said the Rangers think that it is 
fantastic to see a new Men’s team in the Lightning.  

“We think it is the perfect timing for them to 
come on board, and we look forward to the new 
challenge out on court,” she said.  

Josh Blackwell is highlighted as a key player 
to watch after an impressive debut season and 
valuable 23/U Kelpies experience.  

“Josh has been working extremely hard in multiple 
netball pathways and alongside his team mates to 
support our Rangers aspirations for this season,” 
Dawson said.  
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SOUTHSIDE DEMONS

Men’s Squad

Ins: Ben Cole, Dan Owen, Ethan Michael and Jordan Webb.

Outs: Reece Cera and Mitch Purser.

Coach: Jason Clarke.

Staff: Louise Coffey (Assistant Coach) and Narelle Parker (Manager).

Robin 
Anderson

Ben  
Cole

Trent  
Huppatz

Daniel  
Khoo

Nathan 
McPherson

Ethan  
Michael

Aiden  
Murphy

Dan  
Owen

Daniel  
Ross

Jordan  
Webb

Southside Demons have taken a demanding 
approach to pre‑season, placing strong emphasis 
on conditioning and physical resilience. 

Head Coach Jason Clarke said the squad 
understood early that they need to play a full game  
of high‑quality netball.  

“Our athletes recognised we need to play 60 
minutes of high-quality netball to compete with the 
best in the competition and have put in the hard 
yards throughout the pre-season,” he said.  

With renewed clarity, their 2026 focus is centred 
on full‑court structures and ensuring every athlete 
understands their role within key units. 

After a challenging 2025, the Demons have reset 
and rebuilt.  

“For 2026, each athlete has been included as they 
have a specific skillset that will help us go deep 
into the final series,” he said.  

One of the most exciting additions is Australian 
23/U Men’s captain Jordon Webb.  

“He brings youth, versatility and experience 
following his move from Queensland,” Clarke said.   

The team is also energised by the league’s 
expansion, calling the arrival of Peel “a great sign 
of how quickly the men’s game is growing.”
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WEST COAST 
WARRIORS
After the disappointment of their 2025 grand final 
loss, the Warriors enter the new season with a 
renewed edge.  

The squad has made a collective decision that 
they will never let that happen again, focusing on 
refining structures, raising internal standards and 
strengthening accountability. 

Connection has been a key theme throughout 
pre‑season, with players taking ownership of their 
roles and contributing across all units. 

Head Coach Petrina Pehi said the squad has a team 
first mentality.  

“We are encouraging growth and discipline not 

only in our team but across our Club,” she said.  

The Warriors also welcome the league’s expansion, 
noting it brings returning athletes back into the 
competition and helps grow the men’s game. 

“It’s great to finally have this team,” she said.  

A standout emerging player is Blayz Meredith, who 
has risen from a training‑partner position into a 
contracted shooter.  

“There will be many threats coming through this 
team this year, what is unique is the elevation on 
Blayz Meredith entering as a TP to a contract as a 
Shooter!” Pehi said.  

Men’s Squad

Ins: Blayz Meredith, Troy Downing.

Outs: Joel Anderson, Ethan Creek.

Coach: Petrina Pehi.

Staff: Leanne Brown (Assistant Coach), Odette Ritche (Manager). 

Ian  
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Fountain 

Brooking 
Hovell 

Jayden 
Kahotea 

Blayz  
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Toby  
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Frederick 
Taylor 
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WESTERN ROAR
Reigning premiers Western Roar return in 2026 
with strong motivation after a successful 2025 
campaign.  

Head Coach Andrea McCulloch said the team is 
very excited about new challenges and aware that 
improvement is essential as other clubs strengthen.  

“The team is very excited about new challenges and 
what we can do on the court from May,” she said.  

With many athletes balancing West Coast Thunder 
commitments, Roar’s focus has centred on 
developing on‑court connections and maintaining 
elite skill standards. 

The squad boasts multiple athletes capable of 
influencing matches, making it difficult to pinpoint 
a single standout.  

Fans can expect big seasons from Ethan Creek, 
returning from an ACL injury as well as rising 
stars Hudson Crowhurst and Blake Sieczka, both 
returning from Australian 17/U representation.  

Max Denholm is also set for another strong year 
after earning both Player’s Player and Best & 
Fairest honours in 2025.  

McCulloch is excited for the expansion of the 
League, especially as it gives more opportunity to 
talented athletes in boy’s netball.  

“Having Peel join the competition this year is a 
great development for our WANL competition and 
our sport generally,” she said.  

Men’s Squad

Ins: Ethan Creek, Dylan McPherson, Kade Brierley.

Outs: Jordon Stothard, Daniel Perella, Luke Spadano.

Coach: Andrea McCulloch.

Staff: Cathy McCafferty (Manager). 
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JILL MCINTOSH 
MEDALLISTS

Year Name Team

*1989 Jodie McGowan Saints  

*1990 Peta Simeon Sparks  

*1991 Jenny Jones Flames  

*1992 Sharon Jarrott Bullets  

*1993 Chelsey Mardon Pumas  

1994 Peta Simeon Sparks  

1995 Waveney Senior Pumas  

1996 Leith Fradd Bullets  

1997 Angela Lloyd-Woods Jets  

1998 Nardine Clarke Flames  

1999 Paula Ferguson Warriors  

2000 Michelle Atwell Warriors  

2001 Amanda Santaromita Bullets  

2002 Fiona Mitchell WAIS-Coastals  

2003 Susan Fuhrmann Jets  

2004 Cath Devitt Coastals  

2005 Cath Devitt Coastals  

2006 Kyra Neal Demons  

2007 Kym Hunter Bullets  

2008 Emma Beckett Sharks  

2009 Mia Washbourne WAIS  

2010 Kodie Blay Demons 

2011 Sally Joynes Sharks  

2012 Ama Agbeze Falcons  

2013 Rochelle McKee Lions  

2014 Ashleigh Neal Demons  

2015 Andrea Gilmore Falcons  

2016 Lindal Rohde Demons  

2017 Andrea Gilmore Warriors  

2018 Olivia Lewis Sharks  

2019 Donnell Wallam Warriors  

2020 Donnell Wallam Warriors  

2021 Ruth Aryang Jets  

2022 Caitlyn Brown Warriors  

2023 Georgia Pitt Rangers  

2024 Caitlyn Brown Roar

2025 Caitlyn Brown Roar
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WANL
PREMIERS

Year Open 20/21U Men’s League Reserves 18U

1989 N/A N/A N/A Raiders N/A N/A

1990 N/A N/A N/A Saints Sparks N/A

1991 N/A N/A N/A Bullets Raiders N/A

1992 N/A N/A N/A Bullets Sparks N/A

1993 N/A N/A N/A Bullets Bullets N/A

1994 N/A N/A N/A Bullets N/A N/A

1995 N/A N/A N/A Pumas South West N/A

1996 N/A N/A N/A Bullets Coastal N/A

1997 N/A N/A N/A Sparks Warriors N/A

1998 N/A N/A N/A Warriors Sparks N/A

1999 N/A N/A N/A WAIS Bullets N/A

2000 N/A N/A N/A Sharks Sparks Bullets

2001 N/A N/A Bullets Flames Sparks Sparks

2002 N/A N/A Coastals Flames Sparks Sparks

2003 N/A N/A Coastals Rangers Bullets Sparks

2004 N/A N/A Coastals Sparks Sparks Sparks

2005 N/A N/A N/A Rangers Sparks Tigers

2006 N/A N/A N/A Rangers Sharks Sharks

2007 N/A N/A N/A Demons Rangers Demons

2008 N/A N/A N/A Demons Flames Jets

2009 N/A N/A N/A Demons Jets Falcon

2010 N/A N/A N/A Demons Jets Sharks

2011 N/A N/A N/A Sharks Falcons Tigers

2012 N/A N/A N/A Falcons Sharks Rangers

2013 N/A N/A N/A Demons Sharks Sharks

2014 N/A N/A N/A Demons Sharks Sharks

2015 N/A N/A N/A Lions Sharks Jets

2016 N/A N/A N/A Warriors Sharks Lions

2017 N/A N/A N/A Warriors Sharks Lions

2018 N/A N/A Warriors Sharks Sharks Lions

2019 Warriors Roar Warriors N/A N/A N/A

2020 Warriors Roar Roar N/A N/A N/A

2021 Warriors Rangers Warriors N/A N/A N/A

2022 Roar Roar Roar N/A N/A N/A

2023 Comets Comets Roar N/A N/A N/A

2024 Roar Roar Roar N/A N/A N/A

2025 Comets Roar Roar N/A N/A N/A
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